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                         SASDC AMENDMENTS TO ASSA RACE RULES: 2011

General:

1): REF: “ELIGIBILITY”: DOGS: 3E: 


“ Only Dogs over 12 months of age are eligible to run in 1,2,4,and 6 dog class”.


“ Only Dogs over 9 months of age are eligible to run in novice class”.

“ Only Dogs over 7 years are eligible to run in Veteran 1 and 2 dog class – 75% of Veteran 4 dog class team must be over 7 years old”.

2): REF: “START AND FINISH RULES”: FINISH: 6A:

“A team shall have finished the heat when the front tyre of the vehicle used crosses the finish line”.

3): REF: “TRAIL RULES”: PASSING: 6A:

“When a team’s driver intends to pass another team, the “TRAIL ON YOUR LEFT” or “TRAIL ON YOUR RIGHT” warning must be clearly and loudly communicated to the driver of the team about to be overtaken”.

4) REF: “TRAIL RULES”: PASSING: 6B:

1): “The driver of team being overtaken must acknowledge the warning given by the overtaking driver by steering to opposite side of the track nominated by the passing driver. For example, a “TRAIL ON THE LEFT” warning means the driver of the team being passed should move as far as possible to the right side of the track.”

2): The driver of the team being overtaken is required to slow his/her team to make the passing manoeuvre safer and easier. However, the team being passed is not required to stop his/her team”.

Smoking Policy:

Smoking will not be permitted:

· Within 30 metres of start and finish chutes

· Within 30 metres of SASDC official tent

· By track stewards on the track during the running of a heat

Bike-joring:

SASDC Rules to follow those concerning Bike-joring under the International Federation of Sled Dog Sports (IFSS) rules.

Race Progression:

1: A): If the temperature is above fifteen (15) degrees Celsius, at the drivers meeting, the race co-ordinator can defer the race start for a maximum of two (2) hours from the advertised time of the drivers meeting.

1: B): If the temperature is not below fifteen (15) degrees Celsius at the conclusion of the two (2) hour period, the heat will be declared cancelled.

2: A): If the temperature is below fifteen (15) degrees Celsius at the conclusion of the drivers meeting, racing must commence within twenty (20) minutes.

2: B): The target time between heats will be a maximum of twenty  (20) minutes unless: 

· There is an emergency situation that needs to be attended to

· There is a vehicle breakdown

· The timekeeper(s) are not ready

· There is a dangerous situation on the track that needs to be repaired

· Extreme weather conditions such as heavy rain, gale force winds, lightening, and so on are experienced within the twenty (20) minute time frame.

2: C): Waiting for colder temperatures is not a reason to change the time frame between heats from a maximum of twenty (20) minutes.

2: D): If the twenty (20) minute time frame between heats needs to be exceeded for any of the reasons in Race Progression 2: B), all competitors must be made aware of the delay and when the heat will commence.

Start Order:

1:

AM heats:

Heat 1:

6 Dog – (1 min gap) – 4 Dog

3 Dog – (1 min gap) – 2 Dog – (1 min gap) – 4 Dog Veteran

1 Dog – (1 min gap) – 2 Dog Veteran – (1 min gap) – 2 dog Touring

1 Dog Veteran – (1 min gap) – Novice – (1 min gap) – Junior – (1 min gap) – 1 Dog Touring

Bike-joring

2:

Heat 2:

All heats will have competitors mixed together according to their time in the first heat.

3:

For PM heats, the order for heat 1 is reversed – Bike-joring, then 1 dog Veteran, then 1 Dog, then 3 Dog, with 6 Dog heat last.

Veteran Rules:

1):  The minimum age for a veteran dog is seven years – Vet vaccination certificate with date of birth will be required to be produced to race officials on day of first leg of race.

2): Classes: 
- Veteran 1 Dog (Runs the novice and junior track).



- Veteran 2 Dog (Runs the Open 1 dog track).

- Veteran 4 Dog (Runs the Open 2 dog track).

· 75% of a 4 dog team must be veteran.

3): A): Veteran entrants will start at the rear of the field for the first leg of the race, according to a random bib draw for each veteran class except - Veteran 1 Dog starts before Junior and Novice.

3): B): For the second leg, Veteran entrants will be mixed into the field of Novice, Junior, and 1 Dog Touring according to their First Heat time. 


4): The rules governing the veteran races are the ASSA race rules, with the SASDC amendments.

Novice Rules:

1: The definition of a novice can be applied to the driver or the dog.

2: When a novice driver places in the top three for the third time, he or she will no longer be eligible to be recognised in the official results, nor to receive prizes such as dog food or ribbons.

3: A driver who has placed in the top three for the third time is still eligible to run in the Novice Class, if he or she is happy to compete knowing prizes will not be awarded.

Rules concerning the Race Tribunal and Issue Resolution:

1): For each heat of each race:

· The SASDC race coordinator will appoint a start marshal and race tribunal of three SASDC members avoiding conflicts of interest at all times.

·  The names of the start marshal and race tribunal will appear on the race log. 

· The start marshal and the members of the race tribunal will not be competitors, related to or partners of any of the competitors participating in events in which they are officiating.

2): Issues can be brought to the attention of the race tribunal by the start marshal, mushers, stewards, committee members, spectators, or club members by lodging an Incident Report Form with the Race Coordinator or Race Marshal – there is no lodgement fee. Forms are available from the Race Coordinator, Race Marshal, and officials at the Club administration tent.

3): Issues must be brought to the attention of the Race Coordinator or Race Marshal on the day the issue or incident occurs.
4): The race tribunal can deal with Issues:


-    Only if the incident report form is presented correctly filled out.

· On completion of the day’s racing.

5): The Operation of the Race Tribunal:

- The Race Tribunal will hear verbal submissions from the person who lodges the Incident Report Form, the person the incident report is lodged against, and any witnesses to the incident. The Race Coordinator will take notes and guide the tribunal on operational matters only. If a Race Marshal has been appointed, he/she will also be present.

- Once the verbal submissions are completed, the Race Tribunal will discuss the submissions with the Race Coordinator (and Race Marshal if applicable) as to the three decisions required:

· Did the incident take place?

· If so, which rule (or rules) was (or were) broken?

· What is the appropriate or applicable penalty?

The Race Coordinator (and Race Marshal) should not influence the Race Tribunal in making its’ decision, and should leave the Tribunal at this point.

- The Race Tribunal can further discuss the incident, and then vote on the three decisions. The time limit on this procedure will be fifteen (15) minutes.

- The decision will be conveyed to the Race Coordinator who will write the decision down on the Incident Report Form, with the three Tribunal members signing the form.

5): The Operation of the Race Tribunal (CON):

-  If the incident has been proved as a breach of ASSA or SASDC rules, the Race Coordinator will check the SASDC Incident File for previous incidents involving the guilty party, applying the appropriate penalty if required.

- The Race Coordinator will then convey the Race Tribunal decision to the interested parties.

- The Incident Report Form and the Incident Decision Form will be filed in the SASDC Incident File.

- An appeal on the Race Tribunal Decision is possible to the SASDC Committee, but must be filed with the Race Coordinator by email or written statement within 24 hour of the Race Tribunal Decision being made.

6): The decision of the SASDC committee is final.

7): All issues, incidents, and decisions made by the race tribunal or SASDC committee will appear on the race report.

SASDC Dog Behavioural Guidelines: 2011

In the interests of all competitors, the SASDC would like to provide considered, consistent, fair but effective penalties for offences that contravene the SASDC Dog Behavioural guidelines.

The guidelines cover many, but not all, incidents that can occur on the track and are not meant to be all inclusive. However, it is hoped that incidents that are not mentioned can be placed within one of the grades by the race co-ordinator/race marshal and race tribunal and dealt with appropriately.

Grade 5:

Incident:

· Dog(s) moving over towards another team

· Dog(s) slowing to stay with another team when passing

Penalty: 

First Offence:

· Warning

· Driver education

Second and Subsequent offence:

· Time addition of 30 seconds to 1 Minute to heat time

Grade 4:

Incident:

· Dog(s) growling at another team / any Human

· Dog(s) moving over and blocking another team

· Dog(s) coming back to another team after passing

· Dog(s) showing excessive aggression to each other within a team

Penalty:

First offence:

· Warning

· Driver education

· Time addition of 30 seconds to 1 minute to heat time

Second Offence:

· Time addition of 2 minutes to 5 minutes to heat time

Subsequent offence:

· Time addition of 2 minutes to 5 minutes to heat time, plus

Fine of $20.00

Grade 3: 

Incident:

· Dog(s) attempting to bite another team

· Dog(s) moving over and aggressively challenging another team

Penalty:

First Offence:

· Time addition of 2 minutes to 5 minutes to heat time

Second offence:

· 1 race suspension of offending dog(s)

Subsequent offence:

· Suspension of dog(s) until written positive behavioural assessment from a qualified dog behaviourist*  received by SASDC

Grade 2:

Incident:

· Dog(s) biting / fighting another team

· Dog(s) showing excessive aggression to handlers, race officials, or spectators (This rule does not penalise excessive excitement / accidental contact etc).

Penalty:

First offence:

· Suspension of dog(s) until written positive behavioural assessment from a qualified dog behaviourist* received by SASDC

Subsequent offence:

· Offending dog(s) banned for life

Grade 1:

Incident:

· Dog(s) biting / attacking a human with no provocation or extenuating circumstances

Penalty:

· Offending dog(s) banned for life

*Qualified Dog Behaviourist can be a certified dog trainer, such as a Delta Dog Trainer eg– Vicki Burton and Alexis Davison.
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