CONSTITUTION of SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SLED DOG CLUB NAME The name of this Club shall be the South Australian Sled Dog Club hereafter referred to as “the Club”. INTERPRETATION AND DEFINITIONS In this Constitution: words importing the singular include the plural and vice versa; words importing any gender include the other genders; references to a person include the legal representatives, successors and assigns of that person; references to writing include any mode of representing or reproducing word in tangible and permanently visible form, and include electronic mail and facsimile transmission; “the Act” means the Associations Incorporation Act 1985 as amended; an obligation of two or more parties shall bind them jointly and severally; if a word or phrase is defined, cognate words and phrases have corresponding definitions; “Event” includes any race, weightpull, obedience, fun day, exhibition or other canine display conducted by the Club; “Special Resolution” means a resolution of the Club passed at a meeting of the Club of which notice specifying the intention to propose the resolution as a special resolution has been duly given at least 21 days before the meeting and which is passed by a majority of at least 75% of the members present at the meeting and voting in person; “Club Financial Year” shall mean the period of 12 calendar months prescribed by clause 16(a). OBJECTS To hold professional non-discriminatory family orientated sled dog events which will encourage and promote national and international racing, to promote and hold other related sled dog events such as weightpull and backpacking, to be actively involved in obedience training and provide the utmost care and well being of dogs at its functions in conjunction with the relevant animal welfare groups, to inform and educate senior and junior members of the proper care and handling of their dogs, to ensure their humane treatment and to encourage junior members to be totally responsible for working and caring for their dogs. POWERS The Club shall have the power to: acquire, hold, deal with and dispose of any real or personal property; administer any property on trust; open and operate accounts with banks or other financial institutions; invest its money in any manner authorised by this Constitution or the Act; borrow money upon such terms and conditions as the Club thinks fit; give such security for the discharge of liabilities incurred by the Club as the Club thinks fit; appoint agents to transact any business of the Club on its behalf; enter into any other contract it considers necessary or desirable in order to attain or further the objects of the Club; make such rules as may be considered necessary or desirable in order to attain or further the objects of the Club. MEMBERSHIP Eligibility Any person owning or who is interested in any breed of dog, or who is interested in the sport of sled dog racing, weightpull, backpacking, obedience training or any other sled dog activity shall be eligible for membership. Classes of Membership There shall be the following classes of membership: Ordinary members; Junior members are children less than 16 years of age; A family membership shall consist of two persons living together or a sole parent together with one or more children under the age of 16; Social; The Committee of the Club may confer honorary membership on any person considered worthy thereof for a period not exceeding one year. An honorary member shall have all the rights and privileges of an ordinary member including the right to vote at meetings of the Club. Membership is not transferable. and such other class or classes as may be approved by the Club. Application for Membership An application for membership of the Club shall be lodged with the Secretary or Treasurer who shall submit such application to the next Committee meeting for approval and shall be: made in writing; signed by the applicant; in such form as the Committee shall prescribe from time to time; accompanied by such joining fee (if applicable) and annual subscription as may be prescribed from time to time. The Committee may defer consideration of any application for membership for such period as it considers appropriate and may refuse an application without assigning any reason therefor. In the event that an application is refused, the application fee and annual subscription tendered by the applicant shall be returned to the applicant. Upon nomination being approved by the Committee, the Treasurer shall enter the nominees name in the Register of Members kept by the Treasurer. A member, upon election to membership shall strictly observe and act in conformity with and not otherwise than in accordance with the Act and the Rules of the Club and the Constitution insofar as they shall relate to the person and will uphold the honour of and use his best endeavours to further the objects of the Club. Subscription and Application Fees The subscription fees for each class of membership and the application fee shall be such as the Club shall determine from time to time at the Annual General Meeting. The subscription fee for each class of membership shall be due and payable within 21 days after each Annual General Meeting of the Club. Any member whose subscription is outstanding for more than three calendar months after the due date for payment shall cease to be a member of the Club, provided always that the Committee may by resolution reinstate any such person to membership at any time before the expiration of the financial year in question upon that person paying the subscription due. A person who ceases to be a member of the Club pursuant to this clause shall cease to be entitled to any of the rights, benefits or privileges of membership save to the extent provided for in clause 12(a) Any member who joins the Club after the first six months of the Club’s financial year shall pay 50% of the subscription applicable to the appropriate class of membership. Privileges of Membership Subject to the restrictions and limitations prescribed or pursuant to the Act, Rules of the Club, the privileges of a member shall be: upon application and payment of the prescribed fee, the Secretary shall provide a copy of the Rules and Constitution of the Club to the applicant upon request; the right to attend and vote at all General Meetings of the Club; subject to the conditions of Clause 5(b); to submit themselves as candidates for any office of the Club and/or Committee; to receive any publication issued by the Club, upon the payment of the prescribed fee (if any); to compete for prizes, including trophies, available for members of the Club. Resignation A member may resign from the Club by giving written notice thereof to the Secretary of the Club. Any member who resigns from the Club shall be liable for any outstanding subscriptions at the date of such resignation, which subscription may be recovered by the Club as a debt due to the Club. The Committee may at its discretion and where it is satisfied that proper reasons exist, refund to a member who resigns the whole (or such portion as it considers appropriate) of the subscription paid by that member in respect of that Club Financial Year but otherwise no portion of the subscription shall be refundable. Expulsion of a Member The Committee may expel from the Club or otherwise penalise or punish any member: whose conduct is in the opinion of the Committee discreditable or injurious to the character, reputation or interests of the Club; who fails to comply with any proper request or direction of the Committee within a reasonable time; who fails to observe any direction or decision of any official or judge of any Club event; who is otherwise guilty of any contravention, evasion or attempted evasion of this Constitution. Before any member is expelled or otherwise punished or penalised, the Committee shall conduct an inquiry into the conduct complained of and the member shall be given an opportunity to be heard and to present a defence and justify or explain the conduct complained of. Particulars of any complaint or charge against a member shall be given to the member by certified mail not less than 21 days before the meeting of the Committee at which the matter is to be determined. Should a member fail to appear at any inquiry after notice has been given in accordance with sub-clause (iii) the Committee may proceed with its inquiry in that member’s absence or adjourn the inquiry as it thinks fit. In the event that the inquiry is adjourned the Committee shall give notice of the adjourned date to the member by certified mail. The Committee is not bound by the rules of evidence and shall act without undue formality and may inform itself on any question that arises in the course of its inquiry in such manner as it thinks fit, provided however that it shall always act in accordance with the principles of natural justice. If a majority of the Committee which meets to determine the matter is of the opinion that the member is guilty of the conduct complained of, it may: expel the member; suspend the membership for such period as it thinks appropriate; fine the member such sum as it considers appropriate; require the member to pay to the Club reasonable cost of repairing any property of the Club or a member or treating any dog damaged or injured as a result of the conduct complained of and the Club shall apply any money so received accordingly; impose such other punishment or penalty as it considers appropriate. No punishment or penalty shall be enforced until 14 days after the committee has communicated its determination by registered mail to the member and no notification of intention to appeal has been received from the member. i. It shall be open to a member to appeal to the Association (i.e., the South Australian Sled Dog Club Incorporated) in a general meeting against the expulsion or other punishment ordered by the committee. The intention to appeal shall be communicated to the Secretary or Public Officer in writing within 14 days after determination of the committee has been communicated to the member. ii. In the event of an appeal under 6.i above the appellants membership of the Association shall not be terminated or other punishment enforced unless the determination of the committee to expel or otherwise punish the member is upheld by at least 60% of the members of the Association in general meeting after the appellant has been heard by them. If the determination of the committee is upheld, expulsion or other punishment shall be enforced immediately. if a family member is expelled, the family membership shall cease but the members of the family other than the expelled member shall be eligible to apply for membership as an individual. THE COMMITTEE The business and affairs of the Club shall be managed and controlled exclusively by a Committee which: in addition to any powers and authority conferred on it by this Constitution may exercise all such powers and do all such things as are required to attain or further the objects of the Club and are not required by the Act or this Constitution to be done by the Club in general meeting; shall observe and ensure that it and the Club comply with all of their respective obligations under the Constitution. The Committee shall comprise the following office bearers: President; Vice President; Secretary; Treasurer; and five (5) ordinary members of the Club, all of whom shall be elected at an Annual General Meeting in the manner hereafter provided. All members of the Committee shall hold their positions on an honorary basis. All members of the Committee must be ordinary financial members of the Club. No office bearer or Committee member shall be elected to or hold office for a period greater than twelve (12) months from the date of election but upon retiring at the expiration of that period any such office bearer or Committee member shall be eligible for re-election to the office previously held or any other office. Where there is at any time a casual vacancy among the office bearers of the Club, the Committee may appoint one of its current ordinary financial members to occupy that position until the next Annual General Meeting, at which time the position shall be declared vacant and an election held in accordance with clause 7. One member of the Committee shall be the Club’s Public Officer. Disqualification of Committee Members: The office of Committee Members shall become vacant if a committee member is: Disqualified by the Act; Expelled under these Rules; Permanently incapacitated by ill health; Absent without apology for more than three (3) Committee Meetings in a financial year; The subject of a no confidence motion passed by a majority of at least 60% of the members present and voting either in person or by proxy at a Special Meeting of the Association. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE The first Committee of the Club shall be appointed by the founding members of the Club and shall hold office until the first Annual General Meeting after incorporation at which time all members of the Founding Committee shall retire and an election shall be held in accordance with provisions of this Constitution. The retiring Committee shall call for the nominations for Committee at the time of giving notice of the Annual General Meeting of the Club. Members of the retiring Committee shall be eligible for re-election. A nomination for a position as an office bearer or committee member: shall be in writing on the prescribed form and signed by the nominee and one other member as proposer and delivered to the Secretary of the Club (or a Returning Officer appointed by the Committee for that purpose) not later than 30 days prior to the date of the Annual General Meeting at which the election is to be held; may be proposed and seconded respectively by two members present at the Annual General Meeting provided that the nominee is either present at the meeting and accepts the nomination or has accepted the nomination in writing and such nomination is tabled at the meeting. If only the required number of persons are nominated to fill each office and each Committee place, the Secretary or Returning Officer shall report accordingly to the Annual General Meeting and the Chairperson shall declare such persons duly elected as Committee members. In the event that there is a contest for a position as office bearer or Committee member, that contest shall in either case be decided by secret ballot of members present and voting at the Annual General Meeting of the Club and counting of the ballot shall be conducted by two (2) or more scrutineers appointed by members personally present at the meeting. PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEE The Committee shall meet as often as may be necessary in order to properly conduct the business of the Club and in any event: within 14 days of the conclusion of any event; not less than six (6) times in each Club financial year. The President or Secretary or two (2) members of the Committee shall have the power to call a meeting of the Committee. The President of the Club shall chair all Committee meetings. In the absence of the President, the Vice President shall take the chair. In the absence of the Vice President, the Committee shall elect one of its number to take the Chair. Notice of each Committee meeting shall be given either verbally or in writing to all members of the Committee not less than seven (7) days before the date of such meeting unless all Committee members agree to shorter notice. Questions arising at any meeting shall be decided by a majority of votes and in the event of equality of votes the Chairperson shall have a casting vote in addition to a deliberative vote. Subject to this Constitution, the Committee shall have power to adjourn its meetings from time to time and otherwise regulate them as it sees fit. A quorum for meetings of the Committee shall be not less than 60% of the members. A member of the Committee having a pecuniary interest in a contract or any other business with or involving the Club must disclose that interest to the Committee as required by the Act and shall not vote on any issue or matter with respect to that contract or business. The Committee shall have the power to delegate any of its powers to deal with any particular matter or matters to sub-committees and may make such delegation upon such terms as the Committee thinks fit. The President and Secretary shall be ex-officio members of each sub-committee or such other person as nominated by the President or Secretary. All acts or decisions done or made at any meeting of the Committee shall notwithstanding that it may afterwards be discovered that there was some defect in the appointment of any member or all of the members of the Committee be valid and effective as if those members had been properly appointed unless it be proved that such appointment was made in bad faith or by fraud. DUTIES OF OFFICE BEARERS The Secretary shall carry out the duties of that office under the direction of the Committee, and shall: keep a true record of all meetings of the Club and its Committees; attend to all correspondence and issue notice for meetings; keep a record of events and the results thereof; ensure that a current copy of the Constitution and Rules of the Club are available for perusal by any member at any event, meeting or other function of the Club; keep such other records and do such other things as are ordinarily done by a secretary and as the Committee may direct from time to time. The Treasurer shall: present a report on the finances of the Club to each Committee meeting and at each Annual General Meeting of the Club; keep proper books of account of all moneys received and disbursed on behalf of the Club; keep a register of members which must contain: the name and address of each member; the date on which each member was admitted to the Club, and if applicable, the date of and reason(s) for termination of membership. The register shall be available for inspection by the members at General meetings; The Treasurer or Secretary shall have the authority to receipt and bank any monies received on behalf of the Club into the Club’s nominated bank account. A triplicate copy of any receipt issued and a copy of the bank receipt is to be forwarded to the Treasurer for inclusion in the monthly financial statements and record keeping; and generally perform all such duties as are usually performed by a Treasurer and such additional duties as the Committee may direct from time to time. All books, accounts and correspondence of the Club shall be produced by the Secretary and the Treasurer at Committee meetings and at the Annual General Meeting and any Special meetings of the Club and shall be delivered up to the Committee on demand and otherwise on the retirement of the office bearer concerned. All correspondence is to be directed to the Secretary of the Club with the exception that Bank Account Statements be sent direct to the Treasurer of the Club. GENERAL MEETINGS The first Annual General Meeting of the Club shall be held within 18 months after incorporation under the Act; Any subsequent Annual General Meeting shall be held in the month of November but in any event not more than two months after the end of the Club Financial Year in each year. Notice of the Annual General Meeting shall be given to members by publication not less than 30 days prior to the date thereof of a notice of meeting in the “Dog Section” of the principal South Australian newspaper. A notice so published shall be deemed to have been received by each member on the day of publication. A further copy of the Notice of Meeting shall be posted on the notice board of the Club where such a notice board exists. The notice of meeting shall set out: the time and place at which the meeting will be held; particulars of the nature and order of business to be dealt with at the Meeting. The Annual Report of the Club and its audited balance sheet or financial statements shall be submitted to members at the Annual General Meeting. The election of office bearers, the Committee and the auditor for the Club for the ensuing 12 months shall take place at the Annual General Meeting. SPECIAL MEETINGS The President or Secretary of the Club, any five (5) members of the Committee or any ten (10) financial members (not being junior members) of the Club may by notice in writing call a Special Meeting of the Club and the Committee shall convene such a meeting for the purpose of considering the matters the subject of the proposed meeting within 30 days of the date of such notice. Every request for a Special Meeting shall be signed by the members making the request and shall state: the name and address of each of the persons making the request; the purpose of the meeting; the content of any resolution which is to be proposed. Not less than 21 days notice of such a Special Meeting shall be given to members and the notice calling such meeting shall set out: the time and place at which the meeting will be held; particulars of the nature and order of business to be dealt with at the meeting; and no business other than that set out in the Notice of Meeting shall be dealt with at the meeting. Notice of a Special Meeting shall be given to members in the same manner as notice of the Annual General Meeting save as to the period of notice shall be not less than 21 days. If a Special Meeting is not convened within 30 days of the date of the request, those members requesting the meeting may convene it and the Committee shall ensure that they are supplied with particulars of those entitled to receive notice of the Special Meeting and shall have the Club pay the reasonable expenses of convening and conducting the meeting incurred by those who requested it. PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS Every person who was a financial member of the Club(other than a junior member) during the Club Financial Year immediately preceding the Annual General Meeting shall be entitled to vote at the Annual General Meeting. No person who became a member of the Club after the last day of the Club Financial Year immediately preceding the date of the Annual General Meeting shall be entitled to vote at the Annual General Meeting. Every person who is a financial member of the Club (other than a junior member) at the time a Special Meeting is held shall be entitled to vote at that Special Meeting. Each adult member of a family membership shall be entitled to vote. The quorum at: an Annual General Meeting shall be ten (10) members; a Special Meeting shall be ten (10) members; present in person. If within 30 minutes after the time appointed for a meeting a quorum of members is not present: a Special Meeting convened in accordance with Clause 11 shall lapse; an Annual General Meeting shall be adjourned for a period of 14 days (to the same time and place wherever practicable) and if at such adjourned meeting a quorum is not present within 30 minutes of the time appointed for the meeting the meeting shall lapse. The President of the Club shall chair all meetings. Should the President not be present within 10 minutes after the time appointed for the holding of the meeting, then the Vice President shall take the chair. If the Vice President is not present then those members present shall elect one of their number to take the chair. The Chairperson shall adjourn the Annual General Meeting for a period of 14 days (to the same time and place wherever practicable) if: the Annual Report of the Club and its audited balance sheet or financial statements are not available at the meeting; there are insufficient nominations for the office bearer positions and such other ordinary members of the Committee as are necessary to constitute a quorum of the Committee; and if these defects are not remedied at such adjourned meeting the meeting shall lapse. The Chairperson may with the consent of any meeting at which a quorum is present and shall if so directed by the meeting adjourn the meeting from time to time and from place to place but no business shall be transacted at any adjourned meeting other than the business left unfinished at the meeting from which the adjournment took place. If a meeting is adjourned to a place other than that at which it was first convened or otherwise for 30 days or more, notice of the adjourned meeting shall be given as if that meeting were an original meeting of members for which notice of the original meeting was required. At any meeting a resolution put to a vote shall be decided on a show of hands unless otherwise required by this Constitution or requested by a majority of those present in relation to a specific issue or question and a declaration by the Chairperson of the meeting that a resolution has been carried or lost shall, unless a poll is demanded, be conclusive evidence of the number or proportion of votes recorded in favour of or against the resolution. If a poll is demanded by the Chairperson of the meeting or by any member present personally, it shall be taken in such manner as the Chairperson directs. The results of such poll shall be the resolution of the meeting. The Chairperson’s decision on points of order shall be final. The Chairperson shall have a casting vote in addition to that persons deliberative vote at all meetings. Proper minutes of all proceedings of meetings shall be entered in the minute books of the Club within one month after the relevant meeting and shall be signed by the Chairperson of the meeting at which the proceedings took place or by the Chairperson at the next meeting. GENERAL MEMBERS’ MEETINGS In addition to the Annual General Meeting and any Special Meeting held in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution, the Club may hold such other General Members Meetings as it considers appropriate for the purpose of informing members of the affairs and activities of the Club from time to time and/or to seek members’ suggestions on ways of improving the Club. Members may make recommendations to Committee for them to decide on appropriate action but no official business of the Club shall be dealt with other than in a duly convened Annual General Meeting, Special Meeting or Committee Meeting. A Notice of a General Members’ Meeting shall be given by mail to the members no later than 21 days before the meeting. RULES The Club may make such rules as it considers necessary for the proper administration of the Club by special resolution passed at an Annual General Meeting or Special Meeting and any rules so made shall not be repealed or amended unless and until: notice of intention to propose such repeal or amendment is given in writing by the member proposing such repeal, or amendment to the Secretary of the Club not later than one month prior to the date of the Annual General Meeting or Special Meeting at which it is to be included as an item of business; Such repeal or amendment is passed as a special resolution of the Club at such Annual General Meeting or Special Meeting. ADDRESSES AND SERVICE Each member shall register his or her address and any change of address from time to time with the Secretary of the Club and all notices properly addressed and posted to the member by ordinary mail (or certified mail where so required) at the member’s last registered address shall unless otherwise required by this Constitution be deemed duly served. FINANCE The financial year of the Club shall be from 1 November to 31 October in the following year. All moneys of the Club shall be paid into the account or accounts of the Club in the name of the Club at such bank, banks or other financial institutions as the Committee shall from time to time direct. No moneys shall be drawn from an account of the Club save by cheque signed by two (2) signatories previously authorised by the Committee at least one of whom shall be the President, Secretary or Treasurer for the time being. No cheques shall be signed or money withdrawn unless such withdrawal has been authorised by the Committee or in the case or urgency, by the President and Secretary. The books and accounts of the Club shall be audited annually by auditors appointed by the Club for that purpose. All moneys payable by a member to the Club whether as an application fee, annual subscription, fine, damages or otherwise shall be due and payable within the time provided in this Constitution or where no term is provided, within the time limited by the Committee or 14 days as the case may be and if not paid shall be recoverable from the member as a debt due to the Club. The Club shall be a non-profit organisation and all matters shall be conducted accordingly. PROPERTY The property assets and income of the Club however derived shall be applied towards the attainment and furtherance of the objects of the Club and no portion thereof shall be paid or transferred either directly or indirectly by way of dividend bonus or otherwise to members of the Club provided however that nothing herein contained shall prevent payment in good faith of remuneration to any officer or servant of the Club or any member in return for services actually rendered nor prevent the Club paying a commercial rate of interest to any member of the Club from whom it borrows money from time to time. WINDING UP The Club may be wound up in the manner and for the reasons provided for in the Act. Should the Club be wound up for any reason whatsoever and there remain “surplus assets” as defined in the Act, such surplus assets shall be transferred to the Public Officer who will act as trustee and shall hold the same upon trust in an honorary capacity and: in the event that one or more independent South Australian sled dog racing clubs with objectives similar to those of this Club exist, or one is established within five years of the date of winding up, transfer surplus physical assets plus 50% of cash assets to that or those clubs in proportions at the trustee’s discretion, and transfer the remaining 50% of cash assets to the Animal Welfare League or such other animal welfare organisation that the trustee sees fit; or failing the establishment of such a Club within five years liquidate those assets and transfer the proceeds to the Animal Welfare League or in the event that charity has ceased to function, such other organisation as deemed fit. TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS All rules of the Club made under the provisions of a Constitution of the Club in force immediately prior to the adoption of this Constitution shall be deemed to have been made under clause 14 of this Constitution and shall continue in force until repealed or amended in accordance with clause 14. Any action validly taken by the Club or any Committee or other member of the Club on its behalf pursuant to the Constitution, Rules or By-Laws of the Club in force immediately prior to the adoption of this Constitution shall continue to be valid and binding on the Club notwithstanding the adoption of this Constitution. AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION This Constitution shall not be repealed or amended unless and until: Notice of intention to propose such repeal or amendment is given in writing by the member proposing such repeal or amendment to the Secretary of the Club not later than one month prior to the date of the Annual General Meeting or Special Meeting at which it is to be included as an item of business. Such repeal or amendment is passed as a special resolution of the Club at such Annual General Meeting or Special Meeting. Constitution – April 2003 Page 
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